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prominent journalist would influence public opinion. He went
all the way to Teheran where he waited for four days for the
permission to enter the province occupied by Russian troops.
The permission could be obtained only from the Russian military
authorities; it was not granted. A man who was bound to maks
a favourable report, if things were not very bad, came back
naturally annoyed, and most probably with his confidence
shaken.
When such facts are there, and similar facts are happening
every day, it is rather difficult to take it for granted that some?
kind of paradise is being created in the countries occupied by
the Red Army. All that can be explained on the plea of war
emergencies. That is plausible. But is there really going to b&
another war? Who can fight against the Russians to-day? Can
Britain, of all countries, fight against Russia? If the Communist
Party of Great Britain has not been telling lies, the Russians
should know that no government in Britain, whether Labour
or Tory, could count upon the support of the people, if it
declared war against the Soviet Union. The Communists say
that even the army would revolt. That would not be the first
instance of the British people preventing a war against the
Soviet Union. It was popular protest which prevented Britain
actively participating in the 'war of intervention in Russia
immediately after the revolution.
Apart from popular sentiment, objectively, it is notajoketf
to fight against the Red Army to-day. British industries have I
been worn out under the strain of the speeded-up war produc-
tion for several years; they must be completely overhauled before-
Britain's economic life can be rehabilitated; as it is, they cannot
produce enough goods to supply the civilian needs of the coun-
try. With such a shattered industrial base, Britain cannot afford
to undertake even a minor war. Whatever may be the desire of
Mr. Bevin or Mr. Churchill, Britain simply is not in a position
to fight Russia in the near future. It is also very doubtful whe-
ther immediately America could fight the Russians. The sub-
jective factor is operating also there, although in a different
way. Not that the Americans are revolutionaries; but the
pampered doughboys want to go home to Main-Street, to eat
ice-cream with their girls; they care neither for revolution nor